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Abstract. The wavefunctions corresponding to the zero-energy eigenvalue of a one-dimensional
quantum chain Hamiltonian can be written in a simple way using quadratic algebras. Hamiltonians
describing stochastic processes have stationary states given by such wavefunctions and various
quadratic algebras have been found and applied to several diffusion processes. We show that similar
methods can also be applied for equilibrium processes. As an example, for a class of g-deformed
O(N) symmetric antiferromagnetic quantum chains, we give the zero-energy wavefunctions for
periodic boundary conditions corresponding to momenta zero and 7. We also consider free
and various non-diagonal boundary conditions and give the corresponding wavefunctions. All
correlation lengths are derived.

1. Introduction

Quadratic algebras and their representations have been extensively used recently in order to
study the probability distributions of steady states of one-dimensional stochastic processes
with open boundaries or on a ring [1,2]. The basic idea is that if the Hamiltonian of a quantum
chain, which gives the time evolution of the system, has eigenvalue zero, the ket wavefunctions
which are related to the steady state probability distributions have a simple expression in terms
of a certain quadratic algebra determined by the bulk rates. This algebra has representations
fixed by the boundary conditions; the corresponding matrices act in an auxiliary vector space.
All correlation functions can be computed from these ket wavefunctions. The aim of this paper
is to ‘import’ these techniques to equilibrium statistical physics and stress the limitations and
differences. For stochastic processes the lowest eigenvalue of the Hamiltonian which gives the
time evolution of the system is zero. This is not the case for most of the Hamiltonians which
are interesting in equilibrium problems. Therefore the possible applications of the algebraic
approach to ground states is bound to be more limited. Another difference is that, in equilibrium
and periodic boundary conditions, the ground state can have non-zero momentum (is not
translationally invariant). This cannot be the case for stochastic processes since the components
of the ground-state ket vector have to be positive numbers (they are probabilities). Another
difference appears when we want to calculate correlation functions which are expressed in
terms of vacuum expectation values (implying the bra and ket vacua). As we shall see the
expressions of the correlation functions are very similar in the two cases. Actually the quadratic
algebra approach has implicitly already been used in equilibrium problems, where it is known
as the matrix product approach [3—6]. The matrices used are in fact representations of certain
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algebras. We hope to convince the reader that the algebraic approach is not only more aesthetic
but more powerful, since it makes contact with known results obtained in mathematics. Finally,
we would like to mention that matrix product approach has been used as an alternative to the
density matrix renormalization group method [7,8]. How the methods presented in this paper
can be applied to this problem is an open question. The application of quadratic algebras to
zero-energy states is presented in section 2. Much of the content of this section is already
known. What is new is how to handle zone boundary states which have momentum 7. In
section 3 we give an application. The idea is simple: in the study of quantum groups, in order
to find the non-commutative manifold in which they act, Reshetikhin ez al [9] have introduced
projector operators out of which one can build quantum chains having the quantum algebra as
symmetry. Moreover, one obtains for free a quadratic algebra (the manifold of the quantum
group) which can be used to write the zero-energy eigenfunctions of quantum chains built using
the projector operators. These chains are not exactly integrable since there is no associated
R matrix satisfying the Yang—Baxter equation [10]. We have considered, as an example, the
O(N) case for which we obtain an N-state Hamiltonian. The quadratic algebra turns out to be
the g-deformed Clifford algebra. In the special case N = 3 and ¢ = 1 one recovers the model
with valence bond ground state (VBS) of Affleck et al [3]. (The g-deformed case can be found
in [6,11].) The N = 4 case is discussed in appendix A: it is a special case of the extended
Hubbard model [12]. The Hamiltonians we consider can be mapped into quantum spin ladder
models [13] and find applications in this context. We are going to show that, for periodic
boundary conditions and an even number of sites, we find a unique zero-momentum ground
state. For N even, we also find one zone boundary state. For free boundary conditions, we find
2N=1 ground states. This degeneracy can be lifted by adding boundary fields. In section 4 we
show how to choose the boundary conditions in order to obtain a unique vacuum. The boundary
terms break the symmetry of the quantum chain. The calculation of all the correlation lengths
(for any N) is presented in section 5. It is shown that for large N the correlation lengths
diverge. In appendix B we show how to compute the correlation function for some parity
violating operators, appearing in the case where N is even. This problem is interesting in the
case of periodic boundary conditions when the ground state is twice degenerate even for a
finite number of sites. The conclusions can be found in section 6.

2. Zero-energy states and quadratic algebras

The application of quadratic algebras to the zero-energy ket wavefunctions for diffusion—
reaction processes is well known [1,2, 14], in this section we shall make a trivial extension to
equilibrium processes and show how to compute correlation functions. We consider a most
general one-dimensional quantum chain with N states, L sites and nearest-neighbour two-body
interactions. The Hamiltonian is
L1
H= H,+L+R. 1)
k=1

The bulk terms (k = 1, ..., L — 1) and the left and right boundary terms are

N
4
Hi = Z F;aEZaEkfl @)
o,B,y,6=1

N N
L= LYE}* R= Y RYE}. 3)
a,p=1 a,B=1
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Here E,‘:ﬁ are a basis for N x N matrices on the kth site:

(E)ys = 8ay8ps (@, By, 8=1.....N). “
We shall assume that H has at least one eigenstate of energy zero
H|0) =0 (0|H = 0. 5)

Our aim is to describe the bra (0] and ket |0) states in a simple way. In order to do that,
we consider two associative algebras defined by the bulk interaction:

N
Z F;gxaxﬁ =x,Xs — Xy x5 (6)
o,f=1
N
> = yo Y5 — Y, 7
ys YyYs = Ya¥p — Yayp. 0
y,6=1

If the bulk part of the Hamiltonian is not symmetric, the two algebras are different. Each
algebra has 2N generators x,, X, and y,, Yy, (@ = 1, ..., N), respectively. We define two
Fock-like representations of the two algebras:

N N
(VK|<Xa —ZLgx,g> =0 (XQ+ZR£)C,3>|WK) =0 ®)

B=1 B=1
N N
<vB|(Y,s —ZLﬁya) =0 (Y,s+ZR£ya)|wB> =0. ©)
a=1 a=1

Here (Vk|, |Wk), (Vg| and |Wp) are the bra and ket reference states defined by the equations (8)
and (9) in auxiliary spaces. We make now the connexion between the two algebras and the
zero-energy eigenstates of the Hamiltonian. The basis in the ket vector space in which the
Hamiltonian acts is

(r=1,2,...,N) (10)

the N-dimensional vector u,, is in the kth site and has the component o equal to one and the
others zero:

Ug Uays - -+ Ug,

(Uey ) g = Oy, 8 B=12,...,N). an
We denote the basis in the bra vector space in which the Hamiltonian acts by
uzlu;,...,u;. (12)

The scalar product is obviously

(ug up) = Say p,- (13)
One can prove [15] that the unnormalized bra and ket vacua can be written using the two
quadratic algebras:
N

0= > Vil e Xy Wity ot (14)
O yenny arp=1
N
Ol= D (VelYays s Yo Wty ... g, . (15)
ay,...,op=1

Notice that the generators X, and Y,, do not appear in the expressions of the wavefunctions. One
can also show that the quadratic algebras exist, and that one can find representations satisfying
the conditions (8) and (9). Moreover, one can show that all the zero-energy wavefunctions can
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be obtained in this way [15]. In the case of periodic boundary conditions, and translationally
invariant zero-energy eigenfunctions, one can use the expressions (14) and (15), making the
substitution

(Vgl---IWk) = Tr(--) (Vgl---|Wp) = Tr(---) (16)

provided that the algebra has a trace operation.

As opposed to the case of the Hamiltonian with open boundaries, for periodic boundary
conditions, it is not clear in which cases one obtains in this way all the zero-energy
eigenfunctions. A simple counter-example was given in [16], in which it is shown that there
are zero-energy eigenfunctions which cannot be obtained using the algebraic method given by
equation (16). On the other hand, examples are known [17] where indeed all the eigenfunctions
are obtained.

Ground-state wavefunctions can correspond to zone boundary states (momentum ). One
can show that if the algebra (6) has the Str operation with the properties

Str(Xe, Xays - - - » Xa, ) = —SU (X, X, Xays - - - » Xay ;)

(17)
Str(Xo, Xays -+« Xy ) = —St(Xa, Xy Xays - -+ > Xay ;)
then the ket vector
L
0) = S (Xeys - -+ s Xay Marys «« - s Uay (18)
o, =1

satisfies equation (5) and is obviously a zone boundary state. Similar expressions can be used
for the algebra (7) and the bra eigenvector. The Str (called supertrace) operation is taken
from the theory of superalgebras and it implies that the x,, and X, are odd generators in this
algebra. In particular if in the algebra (6) one takes X, c-numbers (this is often done for
diffusion processes [2]), the algebra cannot have the Str operation. In section 3 we shall show
in examples how the Str operation works. As for translationally invariant ground states it is
not known whether all of the zone boundary states can be obtained using equation (18).

Before showing how to compute correlation functions, let us see what are the consequences
for the quadratic algebras of the existence of a symmetry of the Hamiltonian. Let us assume
that the operator

L

N
A= Z AL EL (19)
k=1 p,v=1

commutes with the bulk part of the Hamiltonian, i.e.

L—1
|:A, Z Hk} =0. (20)
k=1

Simple arithmetics gives the relations

N
Z F;jg[(Aap,xu)xﬂ + Xy (Aﬁp.x/l,)]
o, f,u=1

N
= [ Ayux) Xs +x, (A X,0) — (A X )% — Xy (Agux,)]. (21)
n=1

The above relations are obtained by using (6) and multiplying each two-body term arising
from (20) by 3", . »_1 E{"E}s{xi%,s. The relation (21) gives a set of simplified algebraic
relations among the generators of the algebra and, at the same time, shows that the generators
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are tensor operators. (A relation similar to (21) can be obtained for the generators y, and
Y,.) As an example, let us choose Aj; = 1 and all the other matrix elements zero in (19).
Using (21) one obtains

N
D (Cxixe + T xax1) = 8,1 (01 X5 — X1x5) + 851 (6, X1 — X,x1).  (22)
a=1

Similar relations can be obtained in the case of quantum algebra symmetries when the operator
A does not have the simple expression (19). We now show how to compute a two-point
function. This calculation is interesting when the ground-state energy is zero. Consider two
local operators P, and Q; on the r and s sites. They act on the basis (10) as follows:

N N
Prug, = Z P, o, Up, Qste, = Z Qp,.a ltp,- (23)
Br=1 Bs=1
We want to compute the expression
0|P-Os10
Gry = YRR on

where (0| and |0) are given by equations (14) and (15) and Z is anormalization factor originating
from the fact that (14) and (15) give unnormalized wavefunctions. It is useful to define the
following quantities (all related to the auxiliary space):

N
C = ZX“ ® Yo (25)
a=1
N N
P=Y Pyxp®ys Q=Y QupXp® Ya (26)
o,f=1 o,f=1
and
(V] ® (Vk| = (V] W) = [Wg) ® |Wpg). 27
Using equations (25)—(27), the two-point function (22) has the following simple expression:
1
Gre = —(VICIPCTTIOCH W) (28)
where
Z = (V|CEW). (29)

Notice that C plays the role of a space evolution operator in the auxiliary space but the analogy
with a quantum mechanical problem cannot be pushed further since (V| and |W) are not
eigenfunctions of C. Nevertheless one can see that the spectrum of C gives all the correlation
lengths. For periodic boundary conditions, we have to make the following substitution:

(VI W) = Tr-)

for translationally invariant states, or for zone boundary states, in equations (28) and (29).
Let us observe that the expressions (25)—(29) are similar to the ones obtained for stochastic
processes [1,2]. The difference is that instead of dealing with only one algebra (given by
equation (6)), one has the tensor product of two algebras. If the algebra (7) has a one-
dimensional representation (this is always the case for diffusion processes with exclusion
for example [1]), the correlation functions computed using the ket vector only or the bra and
ket vector (vacuum expectation values) coincide. Expressions such as (25)—(29) have been

(30)
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used in a different context in the matrix product approach to the density matrix renormalization
group method [7]. In this case the x,, are matrices obtained using the variational method and
not using quadratic algebras defined by the Hamiltonian using equation (6). Besides they have
to satisfy the condition

N
Zxax; =1. (31)
a=1

As we shall see in the next section, this condition is not necessarily fulfilled in our applications.

3. g-deformed O(IV) symmetric, IV -state quantum chains

The quantum chains describing stochastic processes are given by non-Hermitian Hamiltonians,
which always have zero as lowest eigenvalue. The quadratic algebra always exists [15] and
the problem is to find representations of the algebra. In equilibrium problems one is interested
in Hermitian Hamiltonians, which in general do not have zero as the lowest eigenvalue and
therefore one has to find Hamiltonians which have this property. In order to illustrate the
method, in this paper we have chosen an easy way: using known results in the theory of
quantum groups. In this way we obtain not only Hermitian quantum chains which have zero
for the ground-state energy but also quadratic algebras with known representations.

3.1. The bulk Hamiltonian

Reading the paper of Reshetikhin et al [9] one can notice that there are several expressions
of the form (6) with the X, equal to zero. We shall choose the one where Fgg are projector
operators of rank N (N +1)/2 — 1 for the g-deformed B (n) series (N = 2n+1) and D(n) series
(N = 2n) [19]. The x, are the generators of the non-commutative algebra of the manifold
where the quantum groups act. Similar expressions for the Sp(n) and Osp(m/n) algebras and
superalgebras can also be obtained [18]. In this paper, we confine ourselves to the g-deformed
O(N) case. As we shall show we shall use these projectors in order to write Hamiltonians for
quantum chains. The projector operators have the following expressions:

S
Pk(+): Z FaﬂEW kfl_ n [ ZEI?QE/{H‘*(C] q l)zEﬂﬂEkn
o, B,y,0=1 q+4q aFa’ a>f

N+l N+l L

"“SN2n+lEk2 : j 71 Z EltcmEk+1+ Z EﬁaEl?fl
a,p=1 aFp.p’
qu N /
aFa’ [5]‘] o, =1

~(g—q7" ZEZ"Ez‘flq”‘”’ﬂ} (32)

a>p

where ¢ is a deformation parameter (taken as real in this paper) and we use the notation

n —n

[nl, = and o =N+1—-« (x=1,...,N). (33)

q—q!
In equation (32) we also denote

Proop) = —Sn—=3. 50 -1 . —n+d (34)
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for N =2n+1, and

wi,....,on)=m—-=1,n-2,...,1,0,0,—1,..., —n+1) (35)
for = 2n. By definition we have

(P =P, (36)
Since the matrix F;’f in (32) is symmetric, i.e. r;’f = F{’;g , the two algebras associated with
the projector (32)

N N
> Iixax =0 and > T yayp =0 (37)
o,f=1 o,f=1

are identical and therefore we give only one of them. It is convenient to denote (for obvious

reasons) for N = 2n
X1 =day X2 =dap—1, ... Xp = aj (38)

+ + +
Xn+l = dy Xn+2 = A,y v .. Xop = ay,
and for N =2n + 1

1
X1 = day Xy =dap—1, ... Xp = dy Xn+l = —3
Vs +s71 (39)
+ +
Xps2 = 4ap,y ... Xopntl = a,

where s = ,/q. Inserting (38) and (39) in (37) we obtain the following relations for the 2n

q-deformed fermionic creation and annihilation operators a,, a}; and the ‘y>’-type generator

I

qagay +agag =0 B >a)

qaga, +azag =0 (B >a)

Ya, +qa,X =0 =% (40)
A + a3ay = qAg1ay, + q_la;+laa+1 A1<agn-1

qaiat +q 'ata; = %
Using equation (40), one can check that the x,s defined by equations (38) and (39) verify the

relations (37) in which we have used the equation (32) for the definition of F;’f; [9].
The algebra (40) has a central element:

¢ =aya, +a,a, 41)
and an obvious representation is

G=191Q - ®a®s" ' ®s°c°® - ®s° o° k=1,...,n)
Y=5"0"®s"0'® - Qs 0°

with
0 1 +_ (0 0 . (1 0
a:(o O) a —<1 0) o —<0 _1>. 43)

In the first line of (42) the operator a is in the kth position, and the operator s° o'* appears
in the positions k + 1, ..., n. The fact that the algebra has finite-dimensional representations
makes all calculations much simpler (see sections 5 and 6) as compared with the cases when
the algebra has infinite-dimensional representations. Notice also that for ¢ # 1 the generators
Xq do not satisfy the relation (31). We make now the connexion between the projectors (32)
and the quantum chain (1). Since the lowest eigenvalue E of a projector operator is zero, we
can choose in (1)

H, = P, (44)

(42)



7476 F C Alcaraz and V Rittenberg

Notice that H; is Hermitian and therefore since as mentioned its lowest eigenvalue is zero, H
for periodic or free boundary conditions has also zero as its lowest eigenvalue. The problem
of other boundary conditions will be discussed in section 4.

3.2. Ground states for periodic and free boundary conditions

We start with periodic boundary conditions. We first consider zero-momentum states. Using
equation (14) (together with the substitution given by (16) as well as the representation (42)
we obtain, for all N, one single ket vector of energy zero for L even and none for L odd.
This result is confirmed by the spectra obtained from the numerical diagonalization of several
Hamiltonians (various L and N). This check was necessary since as mentioned in section 2
there is no theorem which assures us that there are no zero-energy eigenfunctions which are not
obtained using the algebraic procedure. We now look for zone boundary states and therefore
look for a definition of the Str operation such that the relations (17) and (18) are satisfied. We
consider the matrix J defined by

J=0'®0c‘'® - -®0°. (45)
A vector

[v) = [v1) ® |v2) ® - - ® |vn) (46)
is called even (odd) if it is an eigenvector of J corresponding to the eigenvalue +1 (—1). A
matrix is called even if it takes an even (odd) vector into an even (odd) vector. A matrix is

called odd if it takes an even (odd) vector into an odd (even) vector. For example, the matrices
ay in equation (42) are odd but the matrix ¥ is even. Consider now the matrix

A=A1834:,0 - ® A, (47)
We define

Str(M) = Tr(J M). (48)
It is easy to check that if A and B are odd matrices, then

Str(AB) = —Str(BA). (49)
If one of the two matrices is even and the other one is odd

Str(AB) = 0. (50)
If the two matrices A and B are even

Str(AB) = Str(BA). (51)

From this properties we learn that in order to satisfy the relations (17) (the relations in the
second line of (18) are automatically satisfied since X, = 0), the x,s have to be all odd
generators. This excludes the case of N = 2n + 1 because of the appearance of the sigma
generator, which is even. For L odd and N = 2n all the supertraces are zero and again we
cannot obtain a boundary state which is physically correct. For N and L even we expect
therefore a unique zone boundary state. This is what is also seen in numerical diagonalizations
for all L except for ¢ = 1 and small values of L where something subtle happens. We illustrate
the phenomenon taking N = 4. Using equations (42), (45) and (48) we obtain

Str(azay) = 0 Str(ata) =q —q~! (52)
which would imply that for ¢ = 1 and L = 2 there are no zone boundary states. Actually

there are two of them; they can be obtained by taking, instead of J given by equation (45), two
alternative expressions:

l®o* or c*® 1. (53)



Quantum antiferromagnets and quadratic algebras 7477

These expressions cannot be used however for monomials with more than two generators (the
property (17) is no longer valid). In the spectra for periodic boundary conditions as seen in
numerical diagonalizations, there are no zero-energy states besides those mentioned above.
The existence for N even of a degenerate ground state, one of positive parity (momentum zero,
obtained with the help of the Tr operation) that we denote by |0, +) and one of negative parity
(momentum 77, obtained with the help of the Str operation) that we denote by |0, —), allows for
the existence of correlation functions of operators which break parity. For example one of the
operators P or Q in equation (25) can break parity. In appendix B we show how to compute the
correlation functions for this case (one considers matrix elements (0, —| - - - |0, +) for example).
A somewhat similar problem occurs in spontaneously dimerized spin ladders [20]. We would
like to stress that in our case the degeneracy of the vacuum occurs even for a finite number of
sites.

We now consider free boundary conditions. An inspection of equation (8) shows that it
brings no constraints, therefore instead of equation (14) we have

N

10) = Z Xas s XayUays - - e, (54)

where the various independent monomials (words) in the algebra are regarded as a basis in a
vector space. Each component of |0) in this basis gives a zero-energy eigenfunction. Therefore
for both L even and odd we obtain 2V ~! states. This result was obtained by counting the
independent words. For small values of L, the degeneracy can be smaller since higher-degree
monomials might not yet have appeared. For example for N = 4 and L = 2 the degeneracy
is seven instead of eight but for L = 3 one obtains already eight.

4. Boundary conditions compatible with the quadratic algebras

The boundary matrices £ and R (we shall choose them as Hermitian) have not only to be
compatible with the quadratic algebra (see below), but have also to leave the value zero as the
lowest eigenvalue. This property is guaranteed if the lowest eigenvalues E; and Eg are also
zero. This follows from the relation

Ey>E,+(L—1E+Eg (55)

where Ey and E are the lowest eigenvalues of H and H;.

Since, for the g-deformed O(N) symmetric quantum chains defined in the last section, the
algebras (6) and (7) with X, and Yy equal to zero are identical, we have to find the matrices £
and R as well as the vacua of the auxiliary spaces such that the following relations (obtained
from equations (8), (9)) are satisfied:

N N
RPxg|Wk) =0 RExy|W5) =0 (56)
B=1 a=1
N N
D Ly(Vklxg =0 > LY(Vlxy = 0. (57)
B=1 a=1

We have taken the same representation for the two sets of Clifford generators x, and y,. We
now show that the solutions of equations (57) can be obtained from those of (56). We take the
transpose of the two equations (57):
N N
> Lyx|VE) =0 > LyxlIVg) =0 (58)
p=1 a=1
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and since, from equations (38), (39), we have xg = Xy = XpN+l-a» WE can rewrite the
equations (58) as follows:
N N
> LyxplVE) =0 > Ly xalVg) =0. (59)
B=1 a=1

We can compare now the equations (56) and (59) and deduce that for any solution Rg of (56)
(there are many of them) one obtains a solution for Lg :

LY = Rg,’. (60)

One can use of course one solution of equations (56) for R and another solution to obtain L?
using equation (60). We are looking for solutions of a factorized form:

Rg =reqfp (61)

where 7, e, and f are functions which depend on the specific value of N. It is convenient to
choose the following basis in the auxiliary vector spaces in which x, and y,, (replaced formally
by x,) act (see equations (42), (43) and (56)):

(i) (e(t)eslt)
= () (e(Moo(?) w

We are going to consider separately the cases N = 2,3, ..., 6 in order to illustrate the
structure of the solutions. As we shall show for N = 2, the values of n; and 7, are fixed and,
besides a common factor, the matrix elements of R contain no parameters. For N = 3 and 4,
the parameters 7, 1, and 71, 17, respectively are free and R is given by the parameters of the
wavefunctions (62), (63) and a common factor. For N = 5 and 6, a new phenomenon appears.
The wavefunction (62) is given by the free parameters n;, 172, 173, and the wavefunction (63)
is specified by the corresponding parameters 71, 72, 73. R depends now not only on the
parameters of the wavefunctions but on supplementary free parameters. This implies that
different boundary conditions are compatible with the same wavefunctions (14), (15). We
now consider the boundary conditions for some values of N.

N = 2. Since this is a very simple (and trivial) case, we discuss it in detail. From
equations (32) and (44) we obtain
Hy = Y(ofof,, + D). (64)

This implies that for free boundary conditions the ground state is twice degenerate, with
antiferromagnetic ordering. This degeneracy is a consequence of the existence of two

independent words in the O(2) algebra: x;x,, ..., x;x2 and xpx, ..., xpx;. Demanding that
R is diagonalizable, equations (56) have two solutions:
1 1
R=rA |WK>=(O) |WB>=(0) (65)
and

R=rB |WK>=<?> |WB>=<?> (66)
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1 0 0 0
A=<oo> B=<01> ©7)
and r > 0.

We consider separately the two cases.

(@R =rA, L =1Awithr,] > 0. For lattice size L even, we obtain no zero-energy
eigenstate. The matrix elements (14), (15) vanish. For L odd, one obtains a unique zero-energy
ground state.

(b) R = rA, L = [IB For L even, one obtains an unique zero-energy ground state and
none for L odd.

where

N = 3. The solutions are

fi=sm fr=—Vs+s! fr=—Cn)!

V4 (63)
el = 57 e =—Vs+s! ey = (siy) !
and the eigenvalues of R are zero twice and
1 ~ ~ —
rp+ _&%mﬂﬁm)ﬂ: (69)
S+s

this relation imposes r > 0. Since we want R symmetric, we take (see equation (61)) n; = 7;
and therefore

o = fula=1,2,...,N). (70)

N = 4. One obtains

fi=sm fH=-m fr=-ny" fo=—(m)7" (71)
The matrix R has three eigenvalues zero and one equal to
rl(sm)® + 1 + 177 + (s12) 1. (72)

Notice that for N = 3 and 4, the parameters of the vacua and r determine the R matrix. This
is bound to change for larger values of N.

N = 5. The solution is

_ o1 2
fi=ms(1+a— p=-ml-—a)  fr=———
s+s57! \/S+57l (73)
-1
~1 —1.-1 §=9
fa n (a+1) /s n, s ( +as+s_1>

where a is an additional free parameter. R has now four eigenvalues zero and one equal to

5
r Zi:l fi2-

N = 6. One obtains

s—s! s+s7!
f1=7735(a+ > > f2=—rlz<a— > > fi=-m
o o s+s71 S R s —s!
fa= UM fs = n, (a+ fo=—s M3 a+ )

with a arbitrary. R has now five eigenvalues zero and one equal to r 21'6:1 fl2
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Notice that for N = 5 and 6 the f's depend not only on 1, 7, and n3; but also on the
supplementary parameter a. This implies that the same wavefunction can be used for different
boundary matrices. We also notice that taking » positive ensures that the lowest eigenvalue
remains zero. One can obtain R matrices with only non-vanishing elements on the diagonal
(as in equation (67)), taking one of the 1; equal to zero or infinity. This remains valid for any
N. For larger values of N the number of free parameters increases and it is certainly not our
purpose to give here the general solution. We would like to stress that for N > 2 the boundary
conditions can break all the symmetries of the Hamiltonian.

5. Diagonalization of the C matrix and calculation of the correlation lengths of the
g-deformed O(IN) quantum chain

Itis necessary to have a new look at the expression (28) of the two-point correlation function. In
the last section we have shown how to obtain the bra and ket vacua ({(V| and | W), respectively)
in the auxiliary spaces. In order to proceed further, one has to find the similarity transformation
S which diagonalizes the matrix C:

C=S8CpS~. (75)

The matrix C is given by equation (25). In this equation the x,, and y, are the generators of the
two identical algebras (see (38)—(40)) having the representation (42), (43). We shall consider
separately the cases where N is even or odd.

(a) N =2n
It is convenient to write C as a four-state Hamiltonian with » sites in the auxiliary space:
CN) = E\FF;,...,Fy+ E;F3Fy, ..., Fy+---+E, (76)

where the matrices E; and F; act on the ith site and have the expression

1n 1,2 2D 22

0 0 0 1
e 000
1 0 0 O
an (12 @D @22
q 0 0 0
F=5"0"Qs" 0% = 8 _Ol _01 8 (78)
0 0 0 ¢!

where

a=<8 (1)) af=<(1) _°1>. 19)

The basis vectors in the tensor products (77), (78) correspond to the two-dimensional
representations used in (42), (43). In this basis the vacuum |W) in the auxiliary space has
the expression

W) =vPev?P?e. ... v® (80)
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where

_ ! n i
V= ® . 8D
METOETDRN !
Notice the recurrence relation:
C(N+2) = C(N) Fn+l + En+1 (82)

that we are going to use later on. If ¢ = 1, the diagonalization of C is trivial since E and F
commute. Using the similarity transformation

1 0 0
(83)

we have

Ep=UEU'=1(0"®1+1®09) Fp=U7'"FU =0"®0c". (84)
It is convenient to write Cp as a one-dimensional two-state spin chain with 2 sites:
Cp ' = 3l(of +07)(050]) -+~ (03,,03,)

+(o5 +07)(030¢) -+ (05,_05,) + -+ (05, +05,)]. (85)

In order to simplify the expression (85), it is useful to look at C as a function defined on the
Abelian group Z, ® Z, @ - - @ Zp = (Z,)®*". In order to do so, we write

of = (=1)% (ex =0,1). (86)
Using this notation, instead of equation (85) we obtain
Cp = 3D+ (=DH((=D DD - (D (=D)™)

+(=D® + (=D)((=D*(=D*) - - - (=D (=D)*")

e (CDT (=D)LL (87)
We perform now the change of variables:

w) =€+ (€3+€)+- -+ (€21 +€2)

Wy =€+ (e3+€1)+ -+ (€21 +€2)

w3 = €3+ (€5 +€) + -+ + (€21 + €20)

Wy = €4+ (€5 +€6) + -+ (€2y—1 +€2) (88)

Wop—1 = €2n—1
Wap = €25
Notice the identity
(=DZFe = (—DEe (89)

that we are going to use shortly. With the change of variables (88), instead of the
expression (87), we obtain

N N
c = %Z(—l)“’i =3 =S, (90)
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From equation (90) it turns out that the spectrum of C") for N = 2n is the same as that of
1

the z-component of the total spin §¢ for 2n spins 5. Therefore the eigenvalues are n — m
(m=0,1,..., N)with a degeneracy given by the binomial coefficient C,\A,’*’”.
We now consider the case g # 1. We are going to use the recurrence relation (76). We
first make a change of basis (see equations (77), (78)) in the four-state chain with 7 sites:
1,1 —1 2,2) > 2 (1,2) > 3 2,1)—>4 91)

and denote by ufk), the basis vector on the kth site having the ith (i = 1, 2, 3,4) component

equal to one and the others zero. In this basis E and F have the expressions

01 00 qg O 0 0
|1 0 0 0 1o gt 0o o
E= 00 0O F= 0o 0 -1 0 ©2)
00 0O 0 0 0 -1
In the same basis, for N = 2, one has
c? =E (93)
and the eigenvalues (eigenfunctions) are
(1) (2) 1) (2)
+ J—
1, [%} _1, [%} 0,1 0.1 (94

Assume that \Ilj(\N) written in the basis
ufxll)ufi), e ufx”) (¢; =1,2,3,4)
is an eigenfunction of C"Y) corresponding to the eigenvalue A. We now consider the four
wavefunctions
WMy D (i=1,2734) (95)
and act with C/V*?) on them using the relation (82). We obtain
C;\N+2)WI(\N)M(1n+1) _ Aqul(\N)uinH) +\II5\N)M§n+1)
CE\N+2)\IJ1(\N)ugn+1) _ Aq’I\IJRN)ugH” +\Ilf\N)u§"+1)

(96)
C;\N+2)W;\N)ugn+l) _ —A\IJZ(\N)u;"”)
C;\N+2)\IIE\N)uin+l) _ _A\Ijj\N)uf(z+l)'

Two of the wavefunctions (95) for i = 3 and 4 are therefore eigenfunctions of CV +2)

corresponding to the same eigenvalue —A. One obtains also the two other eigenvalues:

ot =1 [A(q +q*1)i,/A2(q—q—l)2+4]. 97)
Notice that if A = [m],, then Qt =[m+ 1],, where we have used the notation (33). The
eigenfunctions corresponding to the eigenvalues Q% are

T @+ (@ - gnud). (98)

Using the eigenvalues and eigenfunctions (94) for N = 2 and the recurrence relations (96)—(98)
one can obtain all the eigenvalues and eigenfunctions of C™") for any even N. The eigenvalues
are

[n —m], m=0,...,N) 99)
with a degeneracy
cy. (100)

Forg = 1 onerecovers the spectrum given by S(ZN) (see equation (90)). Notice that the similarity
transformations used here are even matrices (see section 3.2), therefore the supertrace operation
defined by equation (48) remains valid.
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(b) N =2n+1
We start again with ¢ = 1 and from the definition of C*"*! we have
2n
oD =@ + 1T of. (101)
k=1
Using the equations (86) and (89), (90), we obtain the diagonal form of C?"*D:
C(DZ)‘I+1) — S(Zzn) + %(_1)/‘1+sz”) (102)
which obviously has the spectrum
N
E—Zm m=0,1,2,...,n) (103)
with a degeneracy
cm. (104)

We now consider the case g # 1. Instead of (101) one has

C(2n+1) — C(Zn) +

PR F (105)

The recurrence relation (82) remains valid as well as (96)—(98). As opposed to N = 2n, where
we use the recurrence relations starting with C?, for N = 2n + 1 we start with C®. In the
basis u!" (i = 1,2, 3, 4), the matrix C® is

52 s+sH 0 0
1 (s+s7h 572 0 O
3 —
cY = P 0 0 1 o (106)
0 0 0 -1

having obviously the following eigenvalues (eigenfunctions):
3 ] [ 1 ) 1 1 ) O]
5| > (Vqu,” +uy") — 151 (uy — /quy”)
|:2 ¢ LV1+g 2], LV/1+gq

1} M [1] )
=] i I O (107)
[2 . 3 2 . 4

The spectrum of C?"*1 is therefore

N
|:——2mj| m=0,1,....n) (108)
q

2
with a degeneracy

Cony- (109)

From the spectra of the matrix C, which plays the role of a transfer matrix (see equation (28)),
one can derive the mass spectra (the inverse of the correlation lengths) using equations (99)
and (108). For N = 2n we have

(3]
M, =1In ¥ m=1,...,n-2) (110)
[E_m]q
and for N = 2n + 1 we obtain
M, —lni (m=1 n) (111)
. [%—Zm]q R R
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Therefore the system is always massive. It is interesting to note that in the large-N limit, for
g = 1, one obtains (see equations (110), (111))

N
lim EMm =m (N =2n)
N—oo N (112)
lim —M,, =2m (N =2n+1).
N—ooo 2

This implies that in the limit N — oo, all correlation lengths diverge. Looking at the
expressions (112) and keeping in mind that in conformal invariant theories one has similar
expressions with N substituted by L (N of O(N) replacing L, the size of the system, of the
conformal invariant quantum chain), we would expect some similarity between the two physics.
The analogy, however, is not so simple since the degeneracy of the level m also diverges (see
equations (100) and (109)). An explicit calculation of the correlation functions in the large-N
limit, which we did not perform, will clarify the issue.

It is interesting to notice that for O(3), spin S, (2S5 + 1)-state quantum chain VBS gives,
for the the smallest mass M, the following large-S behaviour [4]:

S
lim EMI =1 (113)

S—o00
Comparing the equations (112) with (113) we learn that, in the asymptotic cases, the largest
correlation length is given essentially by the number of states of the chain.

6. Conclusions

We have considered g-deformed O(N) symmetric, N-state quantum chains defined by
Hamiltonians given by equations (1), (32) and (44). The symmetry is unbroken for free
boundary conditions. For g # 1 the quantum group symmetry is broken for periodic boundary
conditions. For ¢ = 1, no symmetry might remain because of boundary terms which can be
chosen as described in section 4. Using algebraic methods, the ground-state wavefunctions
for these quantum chains are known exactly for periodic, free and non-diagonal boundary
conditions; they all correspond to energy zero. The wavefunctions are obtained using g-
deformed Clifford algebras. These generalize the construction of Affleck er al [3]. Using
the trace and supertrace operations in an auxiliary space, for N even and periodic boundary
conditions, one obtains two ground states, one for momentum zero and one for momentum 7.
This implies that, even for a finite number of sites and periodic boundary conditions, the ground
state is degenerate. For N odd one obtains only translationally invariant ground states. For
free boundary conditions the degeneracy of the ground state is 2V~!. This degeneracy is lifted
by boundary terms. We have shown how to compute correlation functions and have derived all
the correlation lengths. They are finite and diverge only for ¢ = 1 and L — oco. What is the
physical relevance of our results? For N = 4 we have shown in appendix A how the chain can
be mapped into the extended Hubbard model [12]. For all values of N one can map our quantum
chains for obvious reasons into various ladder models [13], writing the on-rung interaction as
a two-site interaction. Whether what one obtains is physically interesting remains to be seen.
On the other hand the wavefunctions we obtain can be used as trial ground states for more
realistic models [3]. Can the procedure described here be extended to other quantum chains?
The answer is yes. One can consider g-deformed Sp(N) symmetric chains. In this case
instead of the Clifford algebra one obtains [18] the g-deformed Heisenberg algebra as a tool to
compute the wavefunctions. One can go even one step further and take quantum chains with
the superalgebra Osp(M/N) as symmetry. In this case [18] the algebra one uses to construct
the wavefunctions is a combination of the Clifford and Heisenberg algebras. These extensions
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are straightforward. Again, itis an open question whether these extensions are interesting from
a physical point of view. Last but not least, very simple quadratic algebras were discussed
above; whether more interesting ones (with X,, and Y,, in equations (6) and (7) unequal to zero)
find use in equilibrium problems remains to be seen. They do in non-equilibrium problems.
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Appendix A. Fermionic formulation of the O(4) quantum chain

In this appendix we shall present explicitly the Hamiltonian that corresponds to the N = 4
case. From (32) and (34) the Hamiltonian is

H:ZHk (A1)

® _ op pya pop
=P} Z TS E]E),
o, B,y,6=1

1
= i OB Bl + BREE, + EPES + BB

+qlE Ef + BV ER + EPES + EPEG

+q 'EPEL +EPER, + EFEZ + EPE!L]

HE L, + EPEY, + BV B, + B EY,

+E1§2Ek+1 + E£4Ek+l + ElqukH + EZ4E1<+1]

sonl EPEE, + EF ER, + L + EP ES, + EPER, + BB

+a EER v s ERENL + o BV ER, + EFEX + EPER, + EPER|]

+ou EPP By + ECEy + B ERy + Ef Byl (A2)
where
o = q32 azz—q—zz a3 = 4
1+gq 17-{-61 1+ g2 (A3)
1 q
oy = v g as = Teg?

It is also interesting to rewrite (A.2) in terms of spin-% creation and annihilation fermion

operators on the lattice. This is done by making the following correspondence between the
basis |a);, @ =1, 2, 3, 4,1in (A.2), at each lattice point j, and the Fock representation:
11); < 10); =1-); 2); < ¢, 10>;=11 ),
3)j et 10 =1 1), 14); o et [0y =1 1)

Using this fermionic basis the Hamiltonian density (A.2) is given by

(A4)

1
H, = P { Z (Cx o Chrt,o +DC)(L + to1np —g + oMt —o + Lok —o N1, —)
o=+,—
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+J (St Skt — Minget /) + 1, (¢ L€ _Chat aChat,— +hec) + (g +q7 1)

—1
—qng —q N +Umng ong - + Upnpgg 4Rggr - + E Voo ko Mit1,00
0,0'=+,—

(1) (2) 3)
V3 ng i, gy o+ V3 g gy g+ V3 g g iR

+V3(4)nk,fnk,+nk+l,f] + V4nk,nk,+nk+1,nk+1,+} (A.5)
where
2 2
q-+2 1+2¢q , ,
=ty =— ty=typ=— t. =t =3
1 +1 6]2 1 2 +2 1+ 6]2 — +
2 3 —1
J =21, = —1 =1 =1
+42 1 +qg2 1 +qg2 (A.6)
Vo=V —q+q Ve =v.,=—2
++ —— +— —+ 1142
1 2 _ 3 4 _
v —y® = g v — v = g Vezg+q.

In (A.5) appear the density operators ny , = c,f,gck,a and ny = ng 4 + ng _ at the site k. The
magnetic spin—spin interaction (coupling J) in (A.5) is derived from the relation

.. - o
E Ch.oChil.oCk,o'Chrl,c = 2(Sk * Skt — NNt /4) + Mg s Ppal — + N N1 + (A7)

o#o'

where S; = %5;(, and ¢ = (0%, 0, 0?) are the spin-% Pauli matrices.

The Hamiltonian (A.5) belongs to the class of extended Hubbard models considered
in the recent literature [12]. Beyond the magnetic interaction (coupling J) we also have
non-diagonal interactions that correspond to single-particle correlated hopping (couplings
51, ts2, 1,5 0 = %), as well as pair hopping terms (coupling tp). The static interactions are
given by the diagonal terms. The couplings U; and U, give us the on-site Coulomb interaction,
and the interactions V, , (0, 0’ = %), V;a), (¢ =1,...,4)and V, give us the two- three- and
four-body static interactions, respectively.

We should notice that the Hamiltonian (A.5) conserves separately the total number of up
spins n,. and down spins n_. Consequently for free boundary conditions we may construct,
using the the algebraic method, zero-energy eigenfunctions W, ,, , for each sector labelled by
nyandn_ (ny,n_=0,1,...,L),ie.

L
Wy =P [ [ ]G +xacf, +x3ci_ + x4c,;+clt’_)|0)ki| (A.8)

k=1
where P,, ,_ projects out states which do not have n, spins 0 = + and n_ spins 0 = — (see

equation (54)).

Appendix B. Correlation functions for parity violating operators (IN even)

We would like to show how to compute the correlation functions
(07 _|PVQS|07 +>
fs=—7—— (B1)
Z .

where

Zo = 10,10, 4) (B2)
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which appear for N and L even and periodic boundary conditions when the vacuum is
degenerate. Here

[0, +) = Tr(xe,, - - - s X, ) Uays -+ Uy (B3)
corresponds to the parity +, momentum zero wavefunction,

(0, —| = Str(yp, .o yp ups-vufy =Te(Typ. .o, yp ) ufp ... up (B4)
corresponds to the parity —, momentum 7 wavefunction. The matrix J is defined in

equation (45). The action of the operators P and Q is shown equation (23). For obvious
reasons, one of the two operators P or Q has to break parity. It is easy to show, using the
definitions given by equations (23) and (25) that we have

0, —| P, 0,10, 4) = Tr(DC™2PC* "~ oCt™) (B5)
and
(0, =10, 4) = Tr(DCE™ (B6)
where
N
D:Zxa@)./ya. (B7)
a=1

Obviously the correlation lengths appearing for this type of correlation function are the same

as for the parity conserving operators where one computes quantities such as (0, +|, ..., |0, +)
or (0, —|,..., 0, —).
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